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Meet individually with people that are 
trying to !nd small businesses like you!

           Free event features presentations by government agencies and utilities and matchmaking opportunities 
with Procurement Specialists (one-on-one scheduled meetings).
          Complimentary continental breakfast and on-site registration will be available from
7:00 a.m. to 8:00 a.m. 
          For those participating in the matchmaking fair, we encourage you to register in advance by 
e-mailing:  smallbiz@cpuc.ca.gov.  Please include company name, contact information and type of business. 
          Opening Comments - Commissioner John A. Bohn, California Public Utilities Commission (8-8:15 a.m.)
          Panel presentation on “Connecting Small Businesses with State and Utility Contracts” from
 8:15 a.m. to 9 a.m. moderated by Commissioner Bohn of the Public Utilities Commission
          Presentation “California’s Energy Leadership What It Really Means to Your Business!”
by Commissioner Nancy Ryan, California Public Utilities Commission (9-9:20 a.m.)
          Matchmaking Sessions & Vendor Fair are from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.   

Workshops on:
Access to Capital:  How Small Business Can Access Financing! (9:30 - 10:30 a.m.)
How to Green Your Business – Save Money and Create Opportunity Through Green Practices (10:30 - 11:30 a.m.)
Social Media Marketing: How to Use Emerging Web Tools To Grow Your Business (11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.)

CPUC/Paci!c Gas & Electric
Small Business Expo and Matchmaking Fair

Wednesday  December 1, 2010
7:00  am  -  1:00 pm

Oakland Asian Cultural Center
388 Ninth Street, Suite 290, Oakland, CA

To register email  smallbiz@cpuc.ca.gov  or contact  800-253-0500
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THE ALLIANCE PAGE
Serving California’s Disabled Veteran Business Enterprises

California Disabled Veteran Business Enterprise (DVBE) Alliance
1611 "S" Street, Suite 102 • Sacramento, CA 95814
(800) 601-3510 (916) 446-3510 • fax (916) 446-3515

Veterans Serving Together Again

November 22, 2010
HAPPY THANKSGIVING

As Thanksgiving Approaches, The Alliance
Sends It Very Best To All Of Our Dvbe, Those

Serving In Harms Way And The Wonderful
Friends We Have In Our Government,

Corporate And Civilian Support Team.  And A
Special Thanks To Our Volunteers That Work
So Hard To Keep Our Chapter Organizations

Running To Support Our DVBE.

NOTE TWO UPCOMING EVENTS FOR BUSI-
NESS MATCHMAKING

CPUC Small Business Event In OaklandOn
One December

Governors Small Business Expo Come To
Sacramento On Two December

Call or email us at the office 
with any questions 

MISUNDERSTANDING OF WHEN 
CALTRANS DOESN'T PUT DVBE GOALS

IN CONTRACTS

Our office gets a lot of calls and emails from
DVBE that see CALTRANS solicitations that
have DBE or UDBE goals but no Small
Business or DVBE goals.  This is not an
uncommon occurrence but it does not mean
that CALTRANS is deserting the DVBE pro-
gram.  When state and federal funds are
mixed for transportation projects they usually
come back to California under the DOT
Disadvantaged Enterprise Program (DOT
DBE).  Under this program, per federal law, the
only goals that can be put in those contracts or
for DBE or Underutilized DBE.  This law could
only be changed by new federal legislation.  All
other CALTRANS contracts will usually have
DVBE participation of some sort, either a goal
or incentive.  Call Rich if you have more ques-
tions.

ALLIANCE PUBLISHES WHITE PAPER

PROMISES FULLFILLED-THE GROWTH OF
THE CA DVBE PROGRAM has been pub-
lished on the Alliance Home Page.  This paper
provides a history of our DVBE program,
where is has been and what the future holds.
We will provide this to anyone entity that
desires to build a successful program for ser-
vice disabled veteran business men and
women to include other states.

ALLIANCE SIGNS STRATEGIC AGREE-
MENT MEMORANDUM (SAM) WITH 
CALIFORNIA'S  SMALL BUSINESS 
DEVELOPMENT CENTERS (SBDC)

It was announced last week at the El Centro,
CA. Governors Small Business Conference that
the Alliance and the State SBDC's have signed
a SAM in order to leverage our mutual missions
to assist Small and Disabled Veteran Business
Enterprises (DVBE) to learn how to run their
businesses and grow them through on-going
education.  The Alliance intends to write a pilot
program for the SBDC which will be specifically
designed to help disabled veterans understand
the programs that support them both in corpo-
rate and government procurement.

ALLIANCE TO OPEN VALLEJO 
CHAPTER IN JANUARY

In response to numerous requests, the Alliance
will have its first Vallejo Chapter meeting on 12
January 2011 from 2-4pm at the California
Maritime Academy in Vallejo.

More information will be provided here in
Challenge News, on the Alliance website and
via Alliance email blasts in the near future.  Call
or email us if you are interested in attending.

HOW MIGHT TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURY
(TBI) OR POST TRAUMATIC STRESS 

SYNDROME (PTSD) AFFECT YOU OR A
FRIEND EITHER IN YOUR BUSINESS OR

WHEN SEEKING EMPLOYMENT??

Recent news articles around the country have
focused on the problems that veterans might
face if they have suffered TBI or PTSD.  The
Alliance is asking for any information you may
have on how those with these injuries or symp-
toms may be successfully dealing with them in
interviews and on the job.  We want to increase
our knowledge of these best practices for those
suffering to help other veterans make the avail-
able tools work for them.

Please contact our office for recommendations.

NEW FEATURE ON THE CALTRANS 
OFFICE ENGINEER WEBSITE

Post-bid files are coming in

Check out OE's Post-bid file page. OE is now
scanning the low 3 bidders' bid documents
(more if necessary) as they come in and post-
ing them on the web. If you want to see some-

one else's bid, you can view it directly on our
Caltrans website. We're also scanning docu-
ments, such as subcontractor percentage sub-
mittals, DBE and DVBE submittals, bid protest
letters and responses, and all other public doc-
uments submitted to us. 

Here's the link for your convenience:
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/esc/oe/

The Truth About Small Business
Government Loans and Grants This is a

great overview of this issue.  Take a look.

http://free-grant-money.org/grant-blog/the-
truth-about-small-business-government-loans-
and-grants/

COMMUNICATION STRIKE TEAM 
IN FULL SWING

This effort is one of the most important actions
we have taken in the last 6 years.  It is critical to
the mission of your Alliance that we can speak
about your company with confidence about your
capabilities when corporations or government
agencies are looking for businesses that do
what you do.  

Presently we can do that for only about 100
DVBE.

Our initial calls indicate that DVBE don't want to
be bothered to answer our questions.

Please let our independent contractor have 10
minutes of your time when they call.

In the long run it will be a good business practice.

LEGISLATIVE ISSUES

We have a legislative committee that works
these issues weekly.  If you have questions or
concerns about legislation that affects the
DVBE program please contact the office and
we will get the information to the committee for
action.  We must ensure that we speak with
one voice at the Capitol otherwise we lose
support from our legislators.

If you might have the time to work on our com-
mittee, please give Rich a call.

OUR BUSINESS MATCHMAKING 
FRIENDS HAVE A NEW FREE SERVICE TO
HELP YOU FIND THE RIGHT CONTRACTS

AND PARTNERSHIPS

Take a look and sign up now:

www.teamingusa.com

                                   



Volume Twenty Number 47.1 November 22, 2010CHAL-
News

YES! Please send my copy of the 
Challenge News in PDF format.

Company Name: 

DVBE Owner:

email address: 

Please FAX this page to (408) 998-2534 or
email us at challengeone@ymail.com

UPCOMING EVENTS

™

California DVBE Alliance
Board of Directors 

TBA Don Gonneville 
Alliance Office - for info

(949) 433-5921
(916) 446-3510 

The Central Valley 
DVBE Network

Tues. Jan. 11th  @ 11:45-1:00 
(Second Tuesday of month)

Michael Grabow (916) 541-9161 or email:
mgrabow@theessentiallink.net

Lionsgate Hotel
3410 Westover St. 
McClellan Park 95652

East Bay 
DVBE Network

TBA Peter B. Ramirez
for reservations

(408) 210-1968

The Inland Empire 
DVBE Network

TBA Dan Fleury 
for information

(626) 795-5950

San Joaquin Valley
(Fresno/Bakersfield Area) 

DVBE Network 

TBA John Falcon, Jr., 
for information

(559) 765-5093 2565 Alluvial Ave. 
(Temperance/Alluvial), Clovis 
Venture Bay Bldg. Conference Rm 

OC/LA DVBE 
DVBE Network

TBA Dan McKee, 
Network Coordinator 

(562) 822-3133

S.F. Bay Area 
DVBE Network

Wed. Dec 1st @ 8:15 a.m.
(First Wednesday of the month)

Dan W. Roberts 
for reservations

(415) 956-2000 Cafe Blanco
39 Sutter Street, San Francisco

The Greater Ventura 
DVBE Network

Tues. Jan. 18th
(Third Tuesday of the month)

Kevin O'Connor
for information

(805) 527-1727, or  
Kevinlsi@gmail.com

Grand View Hotel
Simi Valley

DVBE Advisory Council 
California Department 
of Veterans Affairs 

TBA
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
(Holds quarterly meetings) 

The California Dept.of
Veterans Affairs Headquarters
1227 "0" St., Sacramento, CA 95814

The Los Angeles County
Elite DVBE/SDVOB Network

Tues. Nov. 30th @ 11:00 –1:00 
(Last Tuesday of the month) 

Frank Mancini, 
Chpt. President

(310) 341-4544 New Directions, Inc., Veterans Admin.,
Grounds North Campus

The Southern California Chpt. 
Elite SDVOB Network

Tues. Jan. 4th  @ 8:00 a.m.
(First Tuesday of the month)

Directions
Mike Oliver, President 

(619) 239-2300
(619) 368-5246

Veteran Memorial Center 
2115 Park Blvd., San Diego

North San Diego 
DVBE Alliance Chapter

Tues. Jan. 18th @ 1:30 -  3:30 
(Third Tuesday of the month)

David Dickey, 
Chapter President

(760) 744-5703 CSU San Marcos 
Commons Room 206

The Northern CA
DVBE/SDVOB Network 

Tues. Jan. 18th@ 10:30 - 12:30  
(Third Tuesday of the month)

Valerie Lewis, President (925) 202-4286 Danville Grange Hall, 
743 Diablo Road, Danville, CA

PLEASE EMAIL UPDATES TO: challengenews@yahoo.com
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